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Welcome to the Novi Public Library!   
This brochure is designed to guide visitors on a walking tour to view the many unique pieces 
ƻŦ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ŦƛƴŘ 
numbers indicating where various pieces of artwork are located.  A description of the artwork 
and photos are included to help you learn more about the artists and their work.   
 

Coming Soon:  In late summer, the Library will introduce an audio version of this tour.  Guests 

will have the opportunity to dial a phone number from a personal phone and tour the Library  

while their audio tour guide describes the various artwork throughout the building. 

The Library is also home to a beautiful sculpture of hand-blown glass apples, created by Richard Ritter.  
Richard is a graduate of Northville High School and the Center of Creative Studies in  Detroit.  His  
collections are showcased in the Detroit Institute of Arts, as well as an impressive variety of museums 
ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŀǇǇƭŜ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ 
and symbolizes knowledge, associated with many of the resources at the Library. 

aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ !ǊǘƛǎǘΣ {ǘŀŎȅ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ ƳǳǊŀƭ ŀǇǘƭȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άwŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ƛƳŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ  
interest. Can you pick out the Novi landmarks or your favorite stories in this stunning three-wall  
panoramic mural? 
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Artwork on the Libraryôs Grounds 

THREE CHILDREN READINGτ MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE LIBRARY 

As you enter the Library, you are greeted by a beautiful cast bronze sculpture of three children reading on 
a bench.  This sculpture was designed by Randolph Rose of Yonkers, New York and donated by the Friends 
of the Novi Public Library. 

THE LIBRARIANτMAIN ENTRANCE DRIVE  AT 10 MILE 

CƻǊƳŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ŦƻǊ άƭƛōǊŀǊȅέΣ ¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ 
as cars enter from 10 Mile Road.  This sculpture was designed by Jim Havens and is on loan to the Library 
until September 2010.  A naming opportunity is available in order to keep her permanently on the 
grounds of the Library.  For more information contact the Administration Office at (248)869-7204. 



These tiles follow life on Earth through era and eons in a geological timeline and show the changing   
relationship between Earth and early life forms.  These Life Tiles show the life of plants and animals from 
each geological area, often incorporating fossils from the era into the surface of the tile.  This turtle tile 
symbolizes this relationship, showing a water turtle and a mollusk fossil from the Jurassic period. 

WORLD CULTURES-4 (9) 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦ  !ǎƛŀ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ мсΦф Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
bound by the Ural Mountains, Mediterranean Sea, as well as the Indian, Pacific, and Arctic Oceans.  Asia 
ƘŜƭŘ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
display starts with the early civilization in the Middle East, including Mesopotamia, Babylonia, and Per-
sia, and continues through Islamic, Western Asian, and Southern Asian cultures.  The Astronomer tile 
shows an early scientist studying the movement of stars using an astrolabe. 

This display continues to showcase Southern Asian culture, focusing on India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 
Nepal, among others.  These countries are bordered on the north by the Himalayan Mountains between 
the Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean.  The final two rows in this display represent the southern Asian coun-
tries formerly part of the former USSR, including Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. The elephant tile shows the 
Mahmud Palace in northern India during the 10th century. 

The cultures of Southeast Asia are first shown in this display.  This area ranges from the Himalayan 
Mountains south to the equator.  It is a tropical region with larger river systems and fertile lands.  It is 
home to a variety of cultures and a growing population, including the countries of Thailand, Vietnam, 
and Singapore.  The tiles then move to Southwestern Asia. This area is located between the Southeast 
Asian mainland and Australia.  It is a volcanic region with a monsoon climate and includes the countries 
of Java, Philippians, and Korea.  The rice farming tile represents the backbreaking work of Vietnamese 
rice farmers and the beautiful Vietnamese landscape.  The tile also includes a coin from Vietnam. 

This display features the cultures of Eastern Asia, stretching from the Arctic to the equator.  It contains 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘϥǎ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ оκр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ  
countries of China, Japan, and the Pacific Islands. The display first shows Chinese culture from ancient 
civilization from 5000 BC through today. The display then introduces the cultures of Taiwan, Mongolia, 
and Japan.  The rich and colorful culture of this region is shown in the theater tile.  It depicts a traditional 
mask and costume from the Beijing Opera from the 11th century. 

This display continues telling the story of Southern European culture, starting with a prehistoric figure 
from 1st century Cyprus and continuing through Greek culture.  Many historians believe that Greek    
culture set the patterns for future western cultures. Next you will see the culture of the Roman Empire 
from 200 BC throughout the 1st century.  The Roman Empire is known for its vast territory, laws,        
architecture, and technology.  This is well illustrated in the Roman Legion Guard tile.  It shows a Guard 
outside the 31 mile aqueduct in Nimes, France in the 1st century. 

This display represents the culture of Central Europe in the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Age of              
Exploration, 18th Century, and the 19th Century.  These time periods marked the beginnings of the  
modern eras of nation states, rebirth of learning, and the rapid expansion of commerce, art, and       
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ aƛŎƘŜƭŀƴƎŜƭƻ ǘƛƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŀƛǎǎŀƴŎŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Sistine Chapel in Italy.  

20th Century Europe comes alive in this display. It focuses on Spain and Italy through the 1980s, before 
moving to Southeastern Europe.  The Life Tiles move through the Balkan states and then to Northern 
and Central Europe.  The Thor tile represents part of the Norse Gods and ancient creation myths   
associated with Northern Europe.  

This display explores the culture of Central and Eastern Europe, starting with the early Eastern Roman 
Empire and continuing through the 20th Century.  This region shares a common culture influenced by 
the Eastern Orthodox Church and interaction with Eastern Asian neighbors.  This area includes the   
countries of Germany, Russia, and Poland.  The Royal Lipizzaner House tile shows the horses performing 
ά!ƛǊǎ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳƴŘέ ƛƴ мфнн ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ Ŏƻƛƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ    

This display continues the imagery of Central and Eastern Europe beginning with the Baltic states of 
Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia.  In the second row, we move to Western Europe.  Western Europe is a 
land of many peninsulas, bounded by the eastern Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea.  The West-
ern European Life Tiles begin with an image of the ancient Celtic creation myth and move through the 
Dark and Middle Ages in Great Britain, France, and Belgium.  The knight tile is an example of this culture.  
This tile represents the knights engaged in tournaments to demonstrate their military skill and chivalry.   

WORLD CULTURES-6  (11) 
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PREHISTORIC EARTH (5) 

WORLD CULTURES-1 (6) 

WORLD CULTURES-2 (7) 

WORLD CULTURES-3 (8) 

The Life Tiles then move to the cultures of Central Africa, including the countries of Chad, Cameroon, 
and Congo.  The journey through African culture continues to the Eastern and Southern African regions, 
including the countries of Kenya, Rwanda, South Africa, and Zambia. The last row in this display moves 
us to the continent of Europe, starting with the classical civilization in Greece in Southern Europe. The 
άōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅέ Ƴŀǎƪ ǘƛƭŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƻōƻ ¢ǊƛōŜ ƛƴ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
is located between Mali and Ghana in West Africa and contains 60 different ethnic groups. 

In this display, the continent of Africa is revealed.  Africa contains 12 million square miles of territory, 
with a variety of climates, environments, geography, and landforms. It also has a large variety of tribal 
cultures, economies, and religions, with 53 separate nations.  This display first pictures the culture of 
Egypt, then tells the stories from Northern African cultures, including Tunisia, Ethiopia, Sudan, and So-
malia.  This next culture represented is that of Western Africa.  This includes the richly diverse cultures 
of Mali, Ghana, and other countries. 

WORLD CULTURES-5  (10) 


