
 

The Critics agree: 

Best Books of 2009,  

The Washington Post 

Michigan Notable Book for 2010 

 

 

“Most books can be described in a word --  

mystery, biography, memoir, history,  

travelogue. Steve Luxenberg's "Annie's 

Ghosts" is all of these and more…  

For me, the word to describe this book:  

Unforgettable.”  

—Javan Kienzle, The Detroit Free Press 

 

 

Five Communities United by One Book! 

What is a community read? Neighboring 

libraries bringing members of a community  

together, to read and discuss the same literary 

work, and take part in the events hosted by 

the various libraries. 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD  

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION  

Proudly Presents  

 

THE MISSION OF THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION  

is to bring people from neighboring libraries together to discuss 

and participate in programs selected to strengthen community 

ties and promote literacy among a diverse population.    

To Learn More About This Book and the  

Community Reads Project 

Please Visit 

www.communityreads.org 

READ ALIKES     
Angels in the Architecture:  

A Photographic Elegy to an American Asylum                                                    

by Heidi Johnson and Nancy Tomes 

Beauty is Therapy: Memories of the  

Traverse City State Hospital 

by Earle Steele 

In Her Wake:  A Child Psychiatrist Explores the 

Mystery of Her Mother’s Suicide 

by Nancy Rappaport 

Isadore’s Secret: Sin, Murder and Confession  

in a Northern Michigan Town  

by Mardi Link 

Grand River and Joy  

by Susan Messer 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  

by Rebecca Skloot 

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter 

by Kim Edwards 

A Community Read 

www.communityreads.org 

COME VISIT US TODAY!  

Lyon Township Public Library 

27005 S. Milford Road, South Lyon, MI 48178 

248-437-8800 

www.lyon.lib.mi.us 

Northville District  Library 

212 West Cady Street, Northville, MI 48167  

248-349-3020 

www.northville.library.org 

Novi Public Library 

45255 W. Ten Mile Road, Novi, MI 48375 

248-349-0720 

www.novilibrary.org 

Salem-South Lyon District Library 

9800 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon, MI 48178 

248-437-6431 

www.ssldl.info 

Wixom Public Library 

49015 Pontiac Trail, Wixom, MI 48393 

248-624-2512 

www.wixomlibrary.org 

The Novi Public Library extends its appreciation to  

the Friends of the Novi Public Library for generously 

sponsoring this program.   



Discussion Questions 

How to Run a Book Club 
September 9, 7pm, Novi Public Library 

 

History of Eloise  
September 29, 7pm, Northville Community Center  

 

Memoir Writing Workshop 

October 2,  2pm, Wixom Public Library  

 

Genealogy Lock-In 
October 8, 6pm, Lyon Twp Public Library 

 

Film Screening of “The New Asylums” 
October 18 , 6:30pm, Salem-South Lyon  

District Library 

 

Introduction to Genealogy 
October 19, 1 & 7pm, Lyon Twp Public Library 

 

Film Screening of “The Released” 
October 20, 6:30pm, Salem-South Lyon  

District Library 

 

Meet the Author:  Steve Luxenberg  
October 21, 7pm, Novi Public Library 

 

 

Annie’s Ghosts Book Discussions 
October 4, 7pm, Salem-South Lyon District Library 

October 5, 6:30pm, Wixom Public Library 

October 12, 7pm, Lyon Twp Public Library 

October 13, 12pm, Novi Public Library 

October 14, 2pm, Lyon Twp Public Library 

October 25, 7pm, Northville District Library  

 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend events and 

check-out copies of Annie’s Ghosts at all 

NLA libraries.   

 

Please register for events at host library.       

Steve Luxenberg, a  

Washington Post associate 

editor and award-winning 

author, has worked for more 

than 30 years as a newspaper 

editor and reporter. Post  

reporters working with Steve 

have won two Pulitzer Prizes. 

 

Steve grew up in Detroit, where Annie’s 

Ghosts primarily takes place. He is married to 

Mary Jo Kirschman, a school librarian. They 

have two grown children, Josh and Jill. 

Steve’s 2009 book, Annie’s Ghosts: A Journey 

Into a Family Secret—part detective story, 

part social history, part memoir—revolves 

around his mother’s decision to hide the  

existence of a disabled sister, Annie. Employing 

his skills as a journalist while struggling to 

maintain his empathy as a son, Steve pieces 

together the story of his mother's motivations, 

his aunt’s unknown life, and the times in which 

the two women lived. His search takes him to 

imperial Russia and Depression-era Detroit, 

through the Holocaust in Ukraine and the  

Philippine war zone, and back to the large 

mental institutions where Annie and many  

others were lost to memory. One review  

described Annie’s Ghosts as “beautifully  

complex, raw and revealing.” 

 

 

About the Author 

1.  A secret stands at the center of Annie’s 

Ghosts, a secret potent enough to change lives 

even as it remained buried for nearly 60 years.  

But the book isn’t just about that secret. Steve 

Luxenberg has said that the book is also about 

freedom and identity. What do you think he 

meant? 

 

2.  Annie’s Ghosts revolves around three people: 

Steve’s mother, Beth; Steve’s secret aunt, Annie; 

and Steve himself, the journalist-son who pursues 

the secret. Why do you think the author chose 

“Annie’s Ghosts” as the title rather than “Beth’s 

Ghosts”? Why does the title refer to multiple 

ghosts rather than to a single ghost? 

 

3.  Learning about Annie forces 

Steve to abandon his image of 

his mother’s childhood. He 

finds this hard. “In my mind’s 

eye of life on Euclid, I had no 

space for Annie, no idea of 

where she fit,” he writes  

(p. 17). What importance do 

you place on what your  

parents told you of their 

younger selves? 

 

4.  At the end of Chapter One, Steve describes his 

relationship with his mother as close. Pursuing 

Beth’s secret, he says, wasn’t a way “to settle any 

scores or revisit old arguments” (p. 25). Does 

Steve succeed in remaining non-judgmental in his 

quest to understand his mother’s motivations? Do 

you think it’s possible to be non-judgmental when 

it comes to writing about one’s own family? 

 

For more discussion questions, see 

www.communityreads.org 

Community Read Events 

 

About the Book 

www.communityreads.org 


