
ANIMAL STORIES  
 
Youth Fic Avi   Mayor of Central Park    Grade 3-6 
  Oscar Westerwit, a squirrel who loves baseball and Broadway musicals,  
  fights back when a gangster rat named Big Daddy Duds and his thugs  
  move uptown in the year 1900, invade Central Park, and evict Oscar and  
  his animal friends from their homes.  
 
Youth Fic Banks, Ruth  Dillion, Dillion    Grade 4-6 

During the summer that he turns ten years old, Dillon Dillon learns the 
surprising story behind his name and develops a relationship with three 
loons, living on the lake near his family's New Hampshire cabin, that help 
him make sense of his life. 

 
Youth Fic Barklem, Jill  The High Hills   Grade 1-4 

Inspired by an old tale, a young mouse uses a trip into the hills as an 
opportunity to look for God and explore unknown country. 

 
Youth Fic Burgess, Thorton Lightfoot the Deer   Grade 3-5 

Adventures of Lightfoot the deer and his forest friends, Paddy the Beaver, 
Sammy jay and Mr. and Mrs. Quack.  

 
Youth Fic Bond, Michael  A Bear Called Paddington  Grade 2-4 

A very small bear found by Mr. and Mrs. Brown at Paddington Station 
becomes one of the family. 

 
Youth Fic Cleary, Beverly The Mouse and the Motorcycle Grade 2-6 

A reckless young mouse makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the 
Mountain View Inn and discovers the joy of motorcycling. 

 
Youth Fic Cleary, Beverly Runaway Ralph   Grade 2-6 

Ralph runs away looking for freedom but winds up a prisoner at summer 
camp. 

 
Youth Fic Clifford, Eth  Flatfoot Fox and the Case of the Bashful Beaver 
          Grade 2-4 

Flatfoot Fox allows his assistant Secretary Bird to try and solve the case of 
who stole Bashful Beaver’s buttons. 

 
Youth Fic Clifford, Eth  Harvey’s Mystifying Raccoon Mix-Up 
          Grade 2-4 

Twelve-year-old Harvey and his cousin get involved with counterfeiters, 
imposters and a pet raccoon after they find a prowler. 

 
 
 



Youth Fic Conly, Jane Leslie Rasco and the Rats of NIMH Grade 6 + 
A field mouse teams up with an adventurous rat to try and prevent 
destruction of the community of rats that can read and write. 

 
Newbery Dalgliesh, Alice Bears on Hemlock Mountain Grade 1-3 

A young boy sent on an errand over Hemlock Mountain is afraid of bears, 
but with the help of a big iron pot he borrows, he completes his errand. 

 
Newbery DeJong, Meindert House of Sixty Fathers  Grade 4-6 

Alone in a sampan with his pig and three ducklings, a Chinese boy is 
whirled down a raging river and spends frightening days returning to his 
family. 

 
Newbery DiCamillo, Kate The Tale of Despereaux      Grade 3 and up 
  The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the 
  princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a  
  devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin. 
  
Newbery DiCamillo, Kate Because of Winn-Dixie  Grade 4-6 
  Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of  
  Naomi, Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her  
  big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 
 

Youth Fic Fleischman, Sid Jim Ugly    Grade 4-8 
The adventures of twelve-year-old Jake and Jim Ugly, his part-mongrel, 
part-wolf dog as they travel through the Old West. 

 
Newbery George, Jean C. Julie of the Wolves   Grade 5-6 

A thirteen-year-old Eskimo becomes lost on the North Slope of Alaska 
and is befriended by a wolf pack. 

 
Youth Fic George, Jean C. Julie’s Wolf Pack   Grade 5-6 

Continues the story of Julie and her wolves in which Kapu must protect 
his pack from famine and disease and unite it under his new leadership. 

 
Youth Fic Graham, Harriet A Boy and His Bear   Grade 6 + 

Dickon rescues his bear cub from certain death at the hands of Medieval 
English bear catchers. 

 
Youth Fic Grover, Wayne Dolphin Freedom   Grade 3-6 

A diver and his friends rescue a family of dolphins from poachers who are 
selling the dolphins to marine parks. 

 
Youth Fic Howe, Deborah Bunnicula    Grade 4-6 

Though scoffed at by the dog, Chester the cat tries to warn his human 
family that their foundling baby bunny must be a vampire. 

 



Youth Fic Howe, James  Return to Howliday Inn   Grade 4-6 
Monroe family pets are boarded at Chateau Bow-Wow where spooky 
goings-on serve as a distraction from the kennel’s poor food. 

 
Youth Fic Hornik, Laurie  Zoo School    Grade 2-5 
  The students at the strange new Zoo School have never seen a school like  
  it before, but when inspectors try to close it down because of irregularities, 
  the students are surprised to find out how much they have learned.  
 

Youth Fic King-Smith, Dick A Mouse Called Wolf  Grade 3-5 
A mouse with an unusual name shares his musical gift with a widowed 
concert pianist. 

 
Youth Fic King-Smith, Dick The School Mouse   Grade 3-5 
  Flora, the world’s most educated mouse, saves her family during a crisis. 
 
Youth Fic Landry, Leo  Sea Surprise    Grade 2-4 
  Kate the mermaid and her undersea friends try to help an electric eel  
  recover his "zap." 
 
Youth Fic Levin, Betty  Creature Crossing   Grade 3-6 

As they work together to learn about the creature that Ben found and help 
others like it to survive, Ben, Kate and Foster also gain a sense of their 
own individual abilities. 

 
Youth Fic London, Jack  Call of the Wild   Grade 4-6 

Adventures of an unusual dog forcibly taken to the Klondike gold fields 
where he eventually becomes leader of a wolf pack. 

 
Youth Fic Mikaelsen, Ben Rescue Josh McGuire  Grade 5-8 

When thirteen-year-old Josh runs away to the mountains of Montana with 
an orphaned bear cub destined for laboratory testing, they must fight for 
their lives in a sudden snowstorm. 

 
Youth Fic Morey, Walt  Gentle Ben    Grade 4+ 

Traces the friendship between a boy and a bear in rugged Alaskan 
territory. 

 
Newbery DiCamillo, Kate Shiloh     Grade 4-6 
  When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home,  
  Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean- 
  spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his dogs. 
  
Newbery O’Brien, Robert Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH Grade 6 + 

Having no one to help with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats 
whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long-
lived. 



 
Youth Fic Orr, Wendy  Nim’s Island    Grade 2-5 

Nim loves her island home and the animals she shares it with even while 
her scientist father is away doing research, but trouble is on the way and a 
new e-mail friend could be the only one who can help.  

 

Youth Fic Pantell, Dora  Miss Pickerell and the Lost World Grade 4-6 
When a flood in Square Toe County washes in a strange creature, Miss 
Pickerell goes on a perilous journey to return it to its native habitat. 

 
Youth Fic Rieche, Dietlof Freddy to the Rescue  Grade 3-6 
  Freddy, a golden hamster who can read and write, joins his animal and  
  human friends to save a colony of endangered field hamsters from being  
  killed when an automobile plant is constructed on their land.  
 

Youth Fic Rylant, Cynthia The Lighthouse Family Series Grade 1-4 
 
Youth Fic Schelin, Miriam Year of the Panda   Grade 3-5 

A Chinese boy rescues a starving baby panda and learns why they are 
endangered. 

 
Newbery Steig, William  Abel’s Island    Grade 5-6 

Castaway on an uninhabited island, Able, a civilized mouse, finds his 
resourcefulness and courage tested to the limit as he struggles to return to 

his home. 
 
Newbery Steig, William  Doctor De Soto   Grade 4-6 

Dr. De Soto, a mouse dentist, copes with the toothaches of various animals 
except those with a taste for mice until the day a fox comes to him in great 
pain. 
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