
Sports Fiction 
 

 

Youth Fic Napoli, Donna Jo   Sly the sleuth and     Grade 2-4 
      the sports mysteries  
      With each zany mystery brought to her by friends and parents--this time involving  
  Soccer, ballet, swimming, and basketball--Sly uses her keen observation and reasoning  
  skills to solve the case.  
 

Baseball: 
 
Youth   Guidone, Ellen.  Baseball blackout         PreK- Grade 1 
Reader  The Light went out at the Baseball game. It is a spooky mystery for Scooby-Doo and  

his friends.   
 

Youth   Torrey, Rich.   Beans Baker, number five                    PreK- Grade 1 
Reader  When he is given an unlucky uniform number, Beans Baker considers giving up  

baseball rather than face kidding from the other players.  
 
Youth  Schade, Susan.  Cat at bat                      PreK- Grade 1 
Reader  Cat manages to help her team win a close baseball game.  
 
Youth  Marzollo, Jean.  Baseball brothers            PreK- Grade 1 
Reader   Timmy is distracted while playing right field on his tee ball team, but when he comes  

up to bat he hits a home run.  
 
Youth  Prager, Annabelle.  The baseball birthday party         Pre K-Grade 2 
Reader    After missing a catch, new kid Billy invites the team to his baseball birthday party,  

where he plans to prove he's no butterfingers. Then a mishap with the invitations leaves  
Billy with an even bigger problem on his hands!  

 
Youth  Gutman, Dan.   Babe Ruth and the    K-Grade 2         
 Reader                                                            ice cream mess 

This story zeros in on one episode in Babe Ruth's youth and will quickly capture the 
interest of children. Young George sees a dollar sitting on the bar of his father's tavern 
and uses it to buy frozen treats for all of the kids on the street.  

 
Youth   Parish, Peggy.   Play ball, Amelia Bedelia                 Grade 1-2 
Reader     Amelia Bedelia, who knows very little about baseball, stands in for a sick player during  
  a game.  

 
Youth   Adler, David A.  Young Cam Jansen     Grade 1-2 
Reader      and the baseball mystery  
      Blink your eyes and say, Click. That’s all it takes for Cam Jansen to recall a scene with  

amazing accuracy. Her visual memory comes to bear yet again in this story of a baseball  
lost in a crowded park. Her sleuthing skills, as well as her good sense, keep her friends  
from making false accusations. Instead, they work together to solve the mystery.  
 

 



Youth   Keene, Carolyn.      Strike-Out Scare    Grade 1-3 
Series        (Nancy Drew Notebooks)    
Paperback Nancy, George, and Bess join a junior baseball team, and Bess discovers she's an  
ND  amazing batter. She attributes her newfound talent to her lucky bat she calls Magic Bill.  
  But when Magic Bill goes missing right before a big game, can Nancy find it in time?  
 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.  Stranger in right field:    Grade 2-3 

a Peach Street Mudders story  
Alfie Maples is puzzled when he sees that the newest member of the Peach Street  
Mudders baseball team cannot catch or hit the ball very well. He is even more  
suspicious when the coach asks him to help Roberti Frantelli learn the ropes. Because  
Alfie is not a star player, he is worried that the coach will replace him with Roberti,  
whom he has taught everything he knows.  

 
Youth Fic Krensky, Stephen.  Arthur and the seventh    Grade 2-4 

inning stretcher  
The second entry in the Arthur Good Sports chapter-book series offers a warmhearted 
take on a common kids' problem--wanting to belong, especially in sports. Binky doesn't 
warm up enough before baseball practice, is injured, can't play, and feels isolated. 
Eventually, he works with the team to find a way to continue participating.  

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.  The catcher's mask     Grade 2-4 
      Mudders' catcher Rudy Calhoun is having a bad season behind the plate until, at a yard  

sale, he buys a used catcher's mask that greatly improves his playing.  
 

Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.  Zero's slider      Grade 2-4 
   Zero, whose pitching is frequently erratic, develops the ability to throw perfect sliders  

after he accidentally injures his throwing hand.  
 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.  Man out at first      Grade 2-4 
      An easy-to-read chapter book about a young first baseman, Theodore ``Turtleneck''  

Jones, who loses his confidence after being hit in the chest by a fast-moving ball. 
Christopher explores the boy's thoughts and feelings about being a disappointment to 
his coach and teammates, and includes a blind adult neighbor who offers the youngster 
encouragement along the way.  

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt  Stealing home     Grade 3-6 

Joey Gallagher plays center field. When his team's star pitcher is injured, the seventh  
grader takes over and successfully completes two innings for a win and becomes the  
hero. Then Jesus arrives from Nicaragua to spend the year with the Gallagher family as  
a foreign exchange student. Joey adapts quite well until his guest turns out to be a  
spectacular baseball player and steals Joey's thunder.  
 

Youth Fic   Hughes, Dean    Home run hero     Grade 3-6  
     The players on his summer league baseball team, the Scrappers, have some talent, but  

Wilson is discouraged because they have an attitude problem and trouble working  
together as a team.  

 
 



Youth   Hughes, Dean    Play ball!      Grade 3-6 
 Paperback All Robbie wants to do is play baseball. When he and his best friend, Trent, miss the  

deadline for signing up for the summer league, they have to scramble to put a team  
together. Unfortunately, the group they assemble includes a loudmouthed girl who  
challenges Robbie for his beloved shortstop position -- but an even bigger problem is  
the lie on which the Scrappers are based, which could strike out the team before their  
first game. 
 

Youth Fic Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Boys in control     Grade 3-6 
      The ninth book about the Hatford boys and the Malloy girls, Boys in Control by Phyllis  

Reynolds Naylor, finds Eddie Malloy and Jake Hatford gearing up for a championship  
baseball game on the same day that Mrs. Hatford is slated to run a yard sale.  
Meanwhile, the Malloy girls find some embarrassing photos from the boys' past, but  
Wally Hatford finds a way to regain the upper hand. 

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.  Double play at short     Grade 3-6 
      Twelve-year-old Danny thinks that there is something very familiar about the girl who  

plays shortstop on the team he faces during the championship series, and his curiosity  
leads him to a surprising discovery about his own adoption.  

 
Youth Fic Patneaude, David  Haunting at home plate    Grade 3-7 
  After they hear stories about their baseball field being haunted by the ghost of a boy  

who died there many years ago, twelve-year-old Nelson and his teammates start finding  
mysterious messages written in the dirt.  

 
Youth  Bowen, Fred.   Winners take all     Grade 3-7 
Paperback When Kyle fakes a catch, his baseball team goes on to win the league championship but  
  Kyle doesn't feel good about winning by cheating. Includes a section on the  
  sportsmanship of Christy Mathewson, a pitcher who played professional baseball in the  
  early 1900s.  
 
Youth  Warner, Gertrude Chandler The mystery at the ballpark   Grade 4-5 
Series  The Alden children uncover a plot to sabotage the Greenfield Bears baseball team.  
Paperback Includes baseball puzzles and activities.     
B    
 
Youth Fic  Gutman, Dan    Honus and me:     Grade 4-6
      a baseball card adventure  
      An intriguing time-travel novel – first in a series. When young Joe Stoshack finds the  
  most valuable baseball card in the world, a Honus Wagner T-206, in a pile of garbage,  
  he thinks he's struck it rich. It turns out the card is worth more than money. It's his ticket  
  to a time-travel adventure to a historic world series. 

 
Youth Fic Brooks, Bruce.  Throwing smoke     Grade 4-6 
      The members of Whiz's baseball team need help as they are losing to every team in the  
  league. But when Whiz prints up baseball cards with their pictures on them, they  
  suddenly start to play like star athletes.  
 

 
 



Youth Fic  Walker, Paul Robert.  The Sluggers Club:     Grade 4-6 
a sports mystery 

Three boys, all members of a Little League team, join forces to solve the strange 
disappearance of various pieces of baseball equipment. After much sleuthing, 
interspersed with brief but accurate descriptions of their games, the mystery is solved. 
 

Youth Fic Strasser, Todd.  Close call      Grade 4-6 
A group of fifth and sixth graders find a way to deal with personal differences, family  
problems, and some rock-throwing high school boys so that they can play the game they  
love.  

 
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.   Mickey & me: a baseball   Grade 4-6 

card adventure      
In another Baseball Card Adventure book Joe Stoshack travels back in time again to  
meet a  famous baseball player. Joe's father, who has been seriously injured in a car 

 accident, tells Joe where to find a 1951 Mickey Mantle card, which Joe is to use to 
 travel back to the 1951 World Series and warn Mantle of an impending accident. But 
 Joe's friend Samantha switches cards, and the boy finds himself traveling back to 1944, 
 instead, where he meets Mickey Maguire, a star player in the All-American Girls 
 Professional Baseball League.  

 
Youth   Schwartz, Ellen  Stealing home     Grade 4-6 
Paperback In 1947, Joey is a recently orphaned nine-year-old; his mother had a drug problem and 

her death leaves him on his own. He is of mixed race and knows little about his family. 
Then he learns that his African-American father is dead, but that he has relatives on his 
mother's side who live in nearby Brooklyn and are willing to take him in. Joey finds out 
that his mother was Jewish, and after she eloped, her family severed all ties with her. He 
has some trouble fitting into his new home, but gradually he finds a place. He enjoys  
learning about Jewish customs and finds a close companion in his cousin Bobbi, a  
fellow baseball fan. A Yankees aficionado, he can't help but be impressed with the  
Dodgers' star rookie, Jackie Robinson.  
 

Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.   Shoeless Joe & me: a baseball   Grade 4-7 
card adventure      

“Life isn't always fair," the team's sponsor tells 13-year-old Joe "Stosh" Stoshack after 
 an umpire errs in calling him out during the Louisville Little League Championship. To 
 reinforce his message, Flip tells the boy about the 1919 Black Sox Scandal, when 
 gamblers allegedly paid Shoeless Joe Jackson and seven other members of the Chicago 
 White Sox to throw the World Series. They were expelled from baseball for life, but 
 Flip contends that the illiterate Jackson was innocent. What Flip doesn't know is that 
 Stosh can time travel into the past via old baseball cards. He goes back to 1919 to try to 
 save Shoeless Joe and meets him shortly before the fateful payoff is about to be made.  

 
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.   Babe & me: a baseball    Grade 4-7 

card adventure 
Once again, 13-year-old Joe Stoshack time travels and meets baseball greats of the past.  
In this book, he takes his father along, as they attempt to discover whether Babe Ruth  
really "called his shot" in the 1932 World Series.  

 

 



Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.   Jackie and me:     Grade 4-7 
a baseball card adventure      

With the help of old baseball cards, Joe can travel through time. So when Joe writes a  
book report on an African American who's made an important contribution to society,  
he goes back in time to meet Jackie Robinson.  
 

Youth Fic Robinson, Sharon  Safe at home      Grade 4-7 
Ten-year-old Elijah Breeze, a.k.a. Jumper, moves with his mother to her childhood  
home in Harlem. Jumper struggles in his new life, but he's encouraged by the support of  
his baseball coach and his grandma's wisdom.  
 

Youth Fic Cooney, Doug.  I know who likes you    Grade 4-7 
Ernie, Dusty, and Swimming Pool, the gang from The Beloved Dearly, are back. Newly  
appointed Little League team manager Ernie fears it's the end of the Central Comets  
when Swimming Pool's mom gives her an ultimatum: go to charm school, or no more  
Little League. Swimming Pool, the tomboy -- in charm school? That's a stretch. And no  
matter how hard she tries, she can't seem to get the hang of acting like a "girlie-girl." 
But just when it seems like all is lost, Ernie comes up with a plan -- he'll enlist Dusty  
and open his own charm school. 
 

Youth Fic  Christopher, Matt.  Baseball turnaround    Grade 4-7 
    Sandy is drawn unknowingly into a shoplifting incident, but when his community  

service involves baseball he meets people who help him finally put the past behind him. 
  

Youth Fic Wallace, Rich.    Southpaw     Grade 4-6 
A month after moving to a new town with his recently divorced father, seventh-grader 

 Jimmy looks for ways to fit in, both in his new neighborhood and on his new school's 
 baseball team. Pressured by his dad to excel, he finds himself struggling with his control  

on the pitching mound as the team loses game after game. Can he turn both his season  
and his life around? 

 
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.   Satch & me: a baseball    Grade 4-7
      card adventure 

When 13-year-old Joe Stosh’s coach brings a radar gun to practice, it prompts a 
 discussion of who was the fastest pitcher in baseball history. Able to use baseball cards 
 to go back in time, Stosh clocks the fastball of famous Negro League pitcher Satchel 
 Paige. Since no cards were produced for those teams, he substitutes a postcard found  

on eBay. His coach, Flip, accompanies him on the journey to the past and they arrive  
in Spartanburg, SC, in 1942, a few days before the Negro League World Series. They  
witness racial discrimination at a local diner, and, shortly thereafter, the duo hook  up  
with Paige and join him on the road to the big game in Pittsburgh.  

 
Youth Fic Corbett, Sue.   Free baseball      Grade 4-7 

As the son of a Cuban superstar, 11-year-old Felix Piloto has baseball in his blood. He  
would give anything to be like his father, or know more about him, but his mother  
won’t reveal anything beyond the fact that he risked his life and career to get his wife  
and baby to America. While attending a local Florida league game, the visiting team  
mistakes Felix for its batboy. He jumps at the chance to hang out with real ballplayers  
and hopes to discover more information about his dad.  

 



Youth Fic Jennings, Patrick.  Out standing in my field    Grade 4-7 
      Although fifth-grader Ty Cutter is named after baseball great Ty Cobb, he is the worst  
  player on the Brewer's team--which happens to be coached by his overly-competitive  
  father.  
 
Youth Fic  Gutman, Dan.   Abner & me: a baseball   Grade 5-8 

     card adventure 
In the sixth book of Gutman's Baseball Card Adventure series, Stosh travels back in  
time to the Battle of Gettysburg to find out if Union Army General Abner Doubleday  
invented baseball, as popular legend tells. 

 
Youth Fic Lynch, Chris.      Gold dust      Grade 5-8 
      7th-grader Richard Moncrief, a working-class baseball fanatic, befriends an unusual  
  transfer student. Napoleon Charlie Ellis is from Dominica, plays cricket, speaks  
  grammatically perfect English, and is one of the few black students at their Catholic  
  school in Boston during the 1975 school busing controversy. Richard's dream is for the  
  "Gold Dust Twins," rookies Jim Rice and Fred Lynn, to help the Red Sox win the  
  World Series. His other dream is for Napoleon and himself to become the next Gold  
  Dust Twins-with Richard's knowledge of baseball and Napoleon's natural athletic  
  ability, it's inevitable. Unfortunately, he fails to understand or take into account his  
  friend's dreams, which are very different from his own.  
 
Youth Fic  Donahue, John  Till tomorrow      Grade 5-8 
     The American army base near Verdun, France, in 1961 is the setting for this story about  

a 12-year-old boy who has to cope once again with making new friends. Terry O'Brien's  
father is a colonel, and the family has moved many times for his career. Terry wants to  
be accepted by the popular boys. Making the baseball team may be his only hope of  
proving himself, but staying away from Claude, a French boy dubbed "the Clod," would  
also help.  
 

Youth Fic  Zinnen, Linda.   Holding at third      Grade 5-8 
      When Matt Bainter moves with his mother and older brother so that Tom can undergo a  

difficult cancer treatment, the 13-year-old leaves his state championship baseball team 
and becomes a member of a squad with a reputation for losing. As Matt's fear for Tom's 
health grows, he suffers a batting slump, hears voices in the outfield, and cannot find 
the courage to visit his brother in the hospital. Although Matt feels alone, he discovers, 
with the support of his best friend and his new coach, that life is not always getting a hit 
to home but that sometimes it's good enough to hold at third.  
 

Youth Fic  Ritter, John H.   The boy who saved baseball   Grade 5-8 
      This novel goes beyond the usual baseball story by introducing the deeper issue of big  

developers encroaching upon nature and small-town life in rural California. Doc  
Altenheimer, an 87-year-old apple rancher, seems to be ready to sell his 320 acres of  
prime real estate that makes up a good part of Dillontown and its baseball field. He  
surprises young Tom and the rest of the residents by proposing that the decision should  
ride on a baseball game between the locals and the well-equipped summer-camp team  
down the road. Despite the odds against Dillontown, a surprise ending is in store.  

 
 



Youth Fic Haven, Paul.   Two hot dogs with everything   Grade 5-8 
  Eleven-year-old Danny Gurkin is a devoted Sluggers fan, even though the team has won  

only one championship in its 108-year history (and that took place in their very first  
season). Hope and superstition are the hallmarks of their doggedly loyal fans. During  
the season, Danny life is dictated by a complex web of superstitions that dictate how  
and where he’ll watch the games (always avoiding the wrong side of the sofa), what 
 he’ll wear, and what hell eat (two hot dogs, though the toppings vary by circumstance:  
a rookie pitcher calls for extra onions, for example).  
 

Youth Fic Myers, Walter Dean   The journal of Biddy Owens,          Grade 5 & Up 
Dear      the Negro leagues  
   Myers writes in the voice of the 17-year-old equipment manager for the 1948  
  Birmingham Black Barons baseball team. Through Biddy's journal, readers are  
  introduced not only to the last great year of the Negro Leagues, but also to the  
  institutional racism and blatant bigotry that existed in mid-20th-century America. The  
  teen documents the action of the games, records the jokes and discussions that take  
  place on the long bus rides to distant ball parks, complains about his younger sister, and  
  writes about his hopes and desires for the future.  
 

Basketball: 
 
Youth  Suen, Anastasia.   Loose tooth             Pre K- Grade 2 
 Reader Peter can't decide if he wants his tooth to fall out. But the money from the tooth fairy  

would help him buy a new basketball.  
 
Youth  Herman, Hank.   Crashing the boards    Grade 1-3 
Series        (Super Hoops) 
SH    The Branford Bulls become a championship team until the coach and his sons, the two 

best players, move away. 
 
Youth   Berenstain, Stan    The wrong crowd    Grade 1-3 
 Paperback Sister is worried when Brother joins the Too-Tall gang's basketball team.  
 
Youth Fic Marzollo, Jean.   Slam dunk Saturday   Grade 2-4 

It's almost time for Slam Dunk Saturday, and Billy is practicing like crazy for the 
Shoot-Out Contest. Will he beat Chad--who's huge, rude, and the best player in school? 
This play-by-play story reveals an important message about friendship.  

 
Youth Fic Pfeffer, Susan Beth    Sara Kate, superkid    Grade 2-4 
      Sara Kate is a normal eight-year-old until one day she discovers she has superpowers  

and can throw a basketball farther than anyone on earth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Youth   Jordan, Deloris.   Salt in his shoes:    Grade 2-4 
Biography      Michael Jordan in pursuit of a dream  
      Before basketball star Michael Jordan's name was uttered reverently in households all  

over the planet, young Michael was just a shrimpy kid trying to play ball with the big  
boys in the neighborhood. Tired of being teased by the biggest boy on the court,  
Michael is convinced the only solution is to grow taller. His mama smilingly suggests  
putting salt in his shoes and saying a prayer every night. His daddy tells young Michael  
that "Being taller may help you play a little better, but not as much as practice,  
determination, and giving your best will. Those are the things that make you a real  
winner." And so they are. At 6-foot-6, Michael may not have grown up to be the tallest  
player on the court, but he sure did turn out to be one of the best! 

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt   Wheel wizards     Grade 3-7 
      Angry and unhappy because he is now in a wheelchair and apparently no longer able to  

play basketball, twelve-year-old Seth is amazed to discover wheelchair basketball and  
finds that his life is not over after all.  
 

Youth Series Dubowski, Cathy East. The case of the slam dunk mystery  Grade 3-7 
Paperback     (New Adventures of Mary-Kate & Ashley) 
MKA  Score! Ashley and I made it onto our school basketball team, the Mustangs--and we  

were headed for the playoffs. At practice we were hot, hot, hot! Nothing can stop us  
now, we thought.... And then our uniforms disappeared. And the players started getting  
mysterious notes. Talk about foul play!  
 

Youth   Conover, K. Scott.   Can I play, too?    Grade 3-7 
 Paperback A young boy with orthopedic braces moves into a new neighborhood, and finds it 
C  difficult to convince his peers to include him in their games. His courage leads him to  

basketball success and true friendship. Author K. Scott Conover is a former Detroit  
Lions football player. Scott reflects some of his own life in this book, as he too, wore  
orthopedic braces for several years as a child. 

    
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan.    The million dollar shot   Grade 3-7 
      When Eddie Ball finds out about the contest--a chance to win a million dollars just by  

sinking a foul shot at the NBA finals--he realizes it could be the end of his family's  
troubles. But someone is trying to sabotage his million-dollar shot.  

 
Youth  Moore, Elaine.   Who let girls in the boys' locker room?  Grade 3-7 
Paperback     When Michelle starts sixth grade at the local junior high school, she's elated to have a  
M  chance to play basketball on the boys' team until she finds out that the boys don't want  

girls on their team.  
 
Youth Fic Hughes, Dean    On the line     Grade 3-7 

Unless star guard Miles "Tip" Harris can keep his cool under pressure from opposing 
players, the Angel Park Lakers could have a short season. 

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Long shot for Paul    Grade 3-7 
  Glenn Marlett is determined to make his brother Paul, who is developmentally disabled,  

a decent basketball player.  
 



Youth Fic  Christopher, Matt.   Johnny Long Legs    Grade 3-7 
Even though he is the tallest member of the basketball team, a young boy finds he is far  
from being the best player.  

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   The basket counts    Grade 3-7 

Long practice improves Mel's value as a basketball player, but how does he surmount  
the prejudice of a teammate?  
 

Youth  Fic Marc Brown     Arthur and the pen-pal playoff  Grade 4-6 
  After bragging to his pen pal about his basketball skills, Arthur realizes that he has to  

make good on his boasts when the pen pal comes to visit. 
 

Youth Fic  Richardson, Charisse         The real slam dunk    Grade 4-6 
  Ten-year-old Marcus plans to become a professional basketball player, but when he, his  

twin sister, and their classmates meet a real star on a school field trip, they learn the  
importance of dreaming more than one career dream. 

 
Youth Fic Wallace, Rich.    Technical foul     Grade 4-6 
  Jared thinks he's the best player on his basketball team and can't figure out why his  

teammates snub him when he tries to break their losing streak single-handedly. After  
losing his temper and getting thrown out of a game, the sixth grader is confronted by a  
teammate. Resisting a fight, Jared realizes that he must surrender his ego for the benefit  
of the team. Eventually, everything clicks and he learns that the path to success comes  
when he puts the needs of others ahead of his own. 

 
Youth  Christopher. Matt   Nothin' but net    Grade 4-6 
Paperback Tim Daniels learns that his friend Billy, who's not much of a basketball player, will be  

going to basketball camp with him. At camp, Billy becomes the butt of practical jokes.  
Will Tim's desire to be accepted by the popular players make him turn his back on  
Billy?  

 
Youth Fic Telander, Rick.   String music     Grade 4-6 

Eleven-year-old Robby Denwood is obsessed with basketball and worships J.J., the  
NBA superstar of the mighty Thunder. Unfortunately, Robby is himself a terrible  
player, benched for all of his school team's games. After one hard day on the practice 
field, Robby decides to run away. When a chance meeting brings him together with his 
hero, he finds that nothing is quite what he thought it would be. 
 

Youth   Bee, Clair     Buzzer basket    Grade 4-6 
 Paperback    Chip Hilton is faced with one of his most severe challenges when he is put on the  

inactive list at the State University's basketball team after a new coach takes over.  
 

Youth   Bee, Clair     Tournament crisis    Grade 4-6 
 Paperback    Chip and his teammates come to the aid of their Chinese American friend so that he can 
B  pursue an education while also playing basketball at State University.  
 
Youth   Bee, Clair     Hardcourt upset    Grade 4-6 
Paperback    Forced by a knee injury to sit out part of the basketball season at State University, Chip  
B  Hilton watches in dismay as his team suffers through a losing streak, while his friend  

Soapy is suspected of a series of robberies.  



 
Youth Fic  Yee, Lisa.    Stanford Wong flunks big-time  Grade 5-7 
  From birth, when his father named him for his alma mater, great things have been  

expected from Stanford Wong. When his lack of interest in academics causes him to fail  
sixth-grade English and lands him in summer school, his star status on his school's  
basketball team is endangered.  

 
Youth Fic Hicks, Betty.    I smell like ham    Grade 5-8 
      Nick tries to maintain his sense of integrity as he works to succeed on the school  

basketball team, adjust to his new stepmother and little "dorky" stepbrother, and deal  
with peer pressure from his friends.  

 
Youth Fic Russo, Marisabina.   House of sports    Grade 6-8 

Through a series of triumphs and tragedies at home, at school, and on the basketball  
court, plus time reluctantly spent with his elderly grandmother, twelve-year-old Jim  
Malone learns that there is a lot more to life than basketball.  

 

Extreme sports: 
 
Youth Fic Paulsen, Gary    How Angel Peterson got his name    Grade 3-7 

and other outrageous tales about extreme sports      
Author Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern  
Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and  
imitating daredevil Evel Knievel. 

 

Football: 
 
Youth Fic  Christopher, Matt.   The dog that called the signals  Grade K-3 
      During a crucial football game, Mike's unusual dog Harry is able to transmit plays  
  from the ill, housebound coach. 
 
Youth   Kessler, Leonard P    Kick, pass, and run    Grade 1-2 
Reader  Rabbit was the first one to hear it. Duck was the first one to see it. Cat was the first one  

to feel it. But what is it? It turns out to be a football, and it leads the animal friends to  
discover the exciting game of football.  

 
Youth Fic  Haywood, Carolyn    Betsy and the boys    Grade 3-5 
      It's a new year, and Betsy has a new wish: She is going to play football on the boys'  

team. Of course, the boys refuse to play football with a girl. That is, until Betsy and Mr.  
Kilpatrick cook up a secret plan to win Betsy a spot on the team. . . . 

 
Youth Fic Stine, R. L.    Lose, team, lose!    Grade 3-7 
       (Rotten School series) 

The biggest, toughest girl in school joins the football team and foils a sly fourth grader's  
attempts to win the affections of the snobbiest girl in the class. 
 

 
 
 



Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Long-arm quarterback   Grade 3-7 
Twelve-year-old Cap Wadell wants to play on a "real" football team, but his middle  
school in a small Texas town does not have enough players--until his grandfather  
revives interest in the game of six-man football.  
 

Youth    Christopher, Matt.   Tight end     Grade 3-7 
Paperback A high school football player believes the harassment he is experiencing on and off the  
C  field is due to his father's prison record.  
 
Youth    Christopher, Matt.   Football fugitive   Grade 3-7 
Paperback Representing a pro football player whom his son admires brings a lawyer closer to his  
C  young son. 
 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Catch that pass!    Grade 3-7 
      Everyone knows Jim will be the star linebacker on the team if he can only conquer his  

fear of being tackled, but it takes a boy in a wheelchair to teach him that kind of  
courage.  
 

Youth Fic Scholz, Jackson Volney   The football rebels    Grade 4-6 
      Unable to make the varsity football team at Midwestern University, freshman Clint  

Martin decides to buck the athletic organization by starting his own informal team made  
up of any students who want to play football. 

 
Youth  Bee, Clair     Fourth down showdown   Grade 4-6 
Paperback While continuing to lead State's football team to victory, Chip finds time to help an  
B  underprivileged boy working with him at the drugstore.  
 
Youth Fic  Wallace, Rich.    The roar of the crowd   Grade 4-6 

Manny’s starting his first football season with the Hudson City Hornets, and he’s  
determined to get in the game. Problem is, Manny’s not a big guy, and when he tries to  
tackle the offense, he’s the one who ends up on the ground. Coach isn’t too pleased,  
especially when the team starts losing. But Manny refuses to give up; he’s as tough as  
anyone out there mentally, and he’s fast. He’s got the whole season to prove to Coach,  
his teammates, and himself that he can earn the roar of the crowd. 

 

Youth   Bee, Clair     Triple- threat trouble   Grade 4-6 
Paperback      Chip Hilton proves his worth to the State University football team off the field as well  
B  as on, when he helps a talented high school player make a big decision and shows two  

new team members the importance of working together.  
 

Youth Fic Levy, Elizabeth    Tackling Dad    Grade 4-7 
      From the author of Frankenstein Moved in on the Fourth Floor, Tackling Dad is the  

story of 13-year-old Cassie's struggle to make her father understand that even though  
she's a girl, she can still play football -- just as he did.  

 
Youth Fic Scholz, Jackson Volney  Rookie quarterback    Grade 5-8 

A high school dropout returns from the Navy, revives his dedication to football, and is  
inspired to secure his future by using his academic as well as athletic abilities.  
 

 



Inline skating/Roller Hockey: 
 
Youth   Hirschfeld, Robert    Inline skater     Grade 3-6 
Paperback       Cris Murphy is into aggressive or "aggro" inline skating, but he likes being part of an  

inline hockey team, too. His friend, Max, thinks inline hockey is for losers. Will Max  
and Cris's friendship survive if Cris chooses hockey over the halfpipe?  
 

 
 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Roller hockey radicals   Grade 3-7 
   When Kirby Childs and his parents move to a new town, the 13-year-old boy feels  
  lonely and bored. He comes upon a group of youngsters his own age and is invited to  
  play roller hockey with them. However, because they practice in the street and play  
  against a more aggressive team in a deserted parking lot in need of repair, his parents  
  are against the idea. These numerous obstacles seem impossible to overcome until  
  Kirby and his new friends come up with a plan. 

 
Karate/martial arts:  
 
Youth Fic Barnes, Dawn     Seven wheels of power   Grade 3-6 
       Four youngsters from a hometown karate school are secretly part of an elite club that  

must defend the world against an evil power.  
 
Youth  Dadey, Debbie.    Angels don't know karate   Grade 3-6 
Series       (The Adventures of the Bailey School kids) 
Paperback Bailey City's new karate teacher seems to be guarding kids and granting wishes. Is an  
BSK  angel visiting the town?  
 
Youth   Dixon, Franklin W.   Martial law      Grade 3-6 
Series       (Hardy boys) 
Paperback Frank and Joe investigate a possible connection between two unusually harsh accidents  
H  at a nearly martial arts school. They enroll to collect clues, but soon discover the case is  
  leading them dangerously close to their own circle of friends.  
 
Youth  Krulik, Nancy E.   Karate Katie     Grade 3-7 
Series         (Katie Kazoo, switcheroo series) 
paperback Katie’s friend Kevin can’t wait for his big karate match. And Kevin, who says he’s  
KK  the best yellow belt in his class, thinks he’s bound to win. But when the magic wind  
  turns Katie into Kevin just before his big match, she manages to threaten his  
  chances of beating the competition! Will Katie be able to karate chop her way to the  
  top? 
 
Youth Fic Shalant, Phyllis   Beware of kissing lizard lips Grade 4-6 
                         Zach is small for a sixth-grader and the girls at school make fun of him, but when one 
                        girl in his class starts showing him some tae kwon do moves and teaching him about  
                        martial arts, things begin to change. 
  

 



Youth Fic Stone, Jeff.    Tiger      Grade 5-8 
                  (Five Ancestors #1) 

Twelve-year-old Fu and his temple brothers Malao, Seh, Hok, and Long don’t know  
who their parents were. Raised from infancy by their grandmaster, they think of their  
temple as their home and their fellow warrior monks—their “temple brothers”—as their 
 family. Then one terrible night, the temple is destroyed. Fu and his brothers are the  
only survivors. Charged by their grandmaster to uncover the secrets of their past, the 
five flee into the countryside and go their separate ways. Book #1 follows Fu as he 
struggles to find out more and prove himself in the process. 

 
Youth Fic Stone, Jeff.    Monkey     Grade 5-8 

         (Five Ancestors #2) 
At 11-years-old, Malao is the youngest of the Five Ancestors. Master of the monkey 
fighting style, he’s curious and quick, fast and fun-loving. But now, with the destruction 
of the temple and the deaths of his older brothers and Grandmaster, Malao the fun-
loving monkey is forced to face things he’d rather not. As he grapples with these new 
and unwelcome feelings, Malao has an encounter with a dangerous band of bandits, is 
adopted by a troop of monkeys commanded by a one-eyed albino, and hears tantalizing 
rumors of a mysterious recluse called the Monkey King, who is said to act, and look, a 
lot like him.  

 
Youth Fic Stone, Jeff.    Snake      Grade 5-8 

               (Five Ancestors #3) 
Twelve-year-old Seh is a snake-style master and a keeper of secrets. Now, with the 
temple and Grandmaster gone, Seh sheds his orange robe, joins a bandit gang, and 
meets a mysterious woman--all the while trying to stay one step ahead of vengeful 
Ying.  

 
Youth Fic Stone, Jeff.    Crane      Grade 5-8 
                                       (Five Ancestors #4) 
      Hok, a crane-style Kung Fu master, is also a master at hiding. For the past 12 years, she  
  has hidden the fact that she is a girl. Now her rogue brother, Ying, and his army have  

placed a huge price on her head. Fortunately, she manages to make it to Keifeng where  
she finds her mother and a "round-eye" with the very funny name of Charles. Together  
Hok and Charles start to make some sense of the magnitude of Ying's plans. 

 

Lacrosse: 
 
Youth   Christopher, Matt    Lacrosse face-off    Grade 3-6 
 Paperback    When Todd is told he needs to lose weight, he joins his brother Gary's lacrosse team.  

Embarrassed by Todd's weight and lack of skills, Gary avoids him. But when the team's  
high scorer makes fun of Todd, will Gary stand by his brother?  

 

Soccer: 
 
Youth  Torrey, Rich.    Beans Baker's best shot   Grade 1-3 
 Reader  When Beans hurts his leg in soccer practice right before the big championship game,  
  his best friend Chester thinks it's all his fault! Beans may not be able to play in the  
  game, but he can still play an important role on the team. 



 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.    Secret weapon    Grade 2-4 
       (Soccer Cats series) 

Small for her age, Lisa Gaddy, the soccer team fullback, has trouble with her throw-ins  
  from the sidelines until the coach devises a plan to turn her into a team asset. 

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Hat trick      Grade 2-4 
       (Soccer Cats series) 

When Stookie Norris's older brother Greg gets his picture in the paper for scoring three  
goals in one game, Stookie is dazzled. Greg insists strikers should try to score a hat trick 
 every game, though Stookie's coach has never told him that. Still, when the Soccer  
'Cats have their next game, Stookie does his best to score three goals-even though it  
means running wild all over the field chasing the ball. But is that really the best way for 
 him to play his position? 

 
Youth  Tripp, Valerie     Good sport Gwen    Grade 2-4 
Series       (Hopscotch Hill School series)  
Paperback Gwen is the fastest runner, the highest kicker, and the top-scoring champion of the  
HHS  soccer team. But when her spelling bee team slides into a losing streak, Gwen learns  
  that good sports are the most winning players of all.  
 
Youth  Dixon, Franklin W    Passport to danger    Grade 3-6 
Series       (Hardy boys) 
Paperback Frank and Joe travel to Paris as volunteer crew members for an invitational soccer  
H  tournament. After several acts of sabotage, it becomes apparent that the stadium and  
  most of Paris is under attack. With their own spy gear, can the Hardy Boys save the  
  day?  
 
Youth   Burkett, Kathy.   Foul play!: Ethan Flask and  Grade 3-6 
Paperback      Professor von Offel's sports science match 
             Injuries have sidelined soccer champs Luis and Alberta -- right before the big game!  
  Coach and all-time favorite science teacher Mr. Flask has to figure out a way to still  
  lead the Einstein Elementary Aces to victory over the superteam, the Strikers. He brings  
  in some new players: Prescott, Sean, Max, and Heather and shows them how steady  
  practice and science smarts can help them ace the championship. But Professor von  
  Offel has some other ideas about how to win -- and fair play doesn't come into play in  
  his game plan! 
 
Youth Fic Napoli, Donna Jo    Shelley shock    Grade 4-6 
      Adam and his friends are mortified when a girl comes out for soccer practice. Worse  

yet, Shelley is a great player who shows every sign of making the team. When the boys  
drive her away, Adam is her only defender. So, when the coach insists that the boys get  
her back before he will hold practice, the others turn to Adam for help. His fumbling  
efforts to make up with Shelley are misunderstood by almost everyone, including his  
friend Kim.  

 
 
 
 
 



Youth Fic  Paratore, Coleen   Mack McGinn’s Big Win  Grade 4-7 
      Mack McGinn comes from a long line of winners: Gramp, the football hero; Dad, the  
  (almost) Olympic soccer star; and Mack's older brother, Rory, who has enough trophies  
  to start his own hall of fame. After Mack joins Rory at Danville Middle School, his own  
  jock stock is starting to rise. Mack is running faster, getting stronger, and taking tips  
  from his best friend Digger's dad, who might be the greatest soccer coach in the whole  
  state. And if Mack can just steer clear of creepy Pope Banker next door, convince his  
  mom that Digger's a good kid, keep his concentration on the track, and manage not to  
  strangle Rory before Danville Day, he might make his family prouder than any eleven- 
  year-old athlete ever dreamed possible. 
 
 Youth Fic     Papademetriou, Lisa.  Sixth-grade: glommers, norks, and me  Grade 5-7  
  Allie Kimball is excited to be starting sixth grade. Her best friend is going to be in the  

same school and she is going to try out for the soccer team. But she soon learns that  
middle school is a very different world, full of strange new beasts, like glommers, girls 
 who never go anywhere alone, and norks a combination of a nerd and a dork. Allie  
realizes its time to define herself before she gets lost in the sixth-grade jungle. Sixth  
grade Glommers, Norks, and Me is a funny and poignant look at sixth-grade  
friendships, crushes, and trying to define yourself. 

  
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt.   Goalkeeper in charge   Grade 5-7 
      Tina Esparza loves soccer, especially that it's a team sport where no one player is in the  
  spotlight. Imagine her surprise when the coach asks her to train as the team's  
  goalkeeper. Will Tina be able to overcome her shyness and accept a position that puts  
  her in the center of attention. 
 
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan     The Million Dollar Kick    Grade 5-8 
      Whisper Nelson remembers scoring a point for the opposing team in her last soccer  

match four years ago. So when she wins a chance to kick a goal past a professional  
soccer player for a million dollars, she is torn. Should she risk further humiliation and 

 failure in front of all of Oklahoma City? 
 
Youth Fic Peet, Mal.    Keeper     Grade 8-12 
      When Paul Faustino of LA NACION flips on his tape recorder for an exclusive  

interview with El Gato — the phenomenal goalkeeper who single-handedly brought his 
 team the World Cup — the seasoned reporter quickly learns that this will be no  
ordinary story. Instead, the legendary El Gato narrates a spellbinding tale that begins in  
the South American rainforest, where a ghostly but very real mentor, the Keeper,  
emerges to teach a poor, gawky boy the most thrilling secrets of the game. A seamless  
blend of magic realism and exhilarating soccer action, this evocative novel will haunt  
readers long after the story ends. 

 

Skateboarding: 
 
Youth Fic  Christopher, Matt    Skateboard tough    Grade 2-4 
      Brett Thyson can't believe the tricks he can do on his new skateboard. Is the skateboard 

magical--or hexed? "A Stephen King-style mystery for the younger set." 
 



Youth Fic Peters, Stephanie True   One smooth move    Grade 3-7 
  When new kid Charlie Abbott meets his neighbor X (short for Xavier) who shares his  

interest in extreme sports, it's a dream come true. But when Charlie's new skateboard  
goes missing and X shows up riding one just like it, Charlie's dream becomes a  
nightmare.  
 

Youth Fic  Christopher, Matt   Skateboard renegade   Grade 3-7 
  When Zach takes up skateboarding, he doesn't realize that he's expected to look a  
  certain way and cop a certain attitude. He's not comfortable with any of those things. He  
  just want's to have fun, and perhaps enter a few competitions. Will he be ostracized  
  because he looks and acts so "normal?"  

 
Youth Fic Gutman, Dan    Getting air     Grade 4–6 
      After foiling a terrorist hijacking aboard their airplane, fourteen-year-old Jimmy, his  
  younger sister, and two skateboarding friends crash-land the plane and try to survive in  
  a forest wilderness until help arrives. 
 

Skiing/Snowboarding: 
 
Youth  Krulik, Nancy E.     It's snow joke!    Grade 3-7 
Series       (Katie Kazoo, switcheroo series) 
Paperback While spending winter break at a ski lodge, beginning-skier Katie finds herself in some  
KK  very complicated situations when the magic wind turns her into the ski instructor. 
 
Youth   Dower, Laura.    Give me a break    Grade 3-7 
Series       (From the Files of Madison Finn) 
Paperback  Things in Far Hills are starting to get frosty. Madison's dad has offered to take her on a  
FMF  ski trip to Big Mountain, but there's a catch-she can only take one friend! When she has  
  to decide between Fiona and Aimee, things go from frosty to downright icy. With a  
  mountain to ski, a cute instructor to crush on, and some friendships to thaw, Maddie's 
  winter break is shaping up to be one fast ride. 
 
Youth  Butcher, Nancy.   It's snow problem    Grade 3-7 
Series        (Two of a Kind) 
Paperback Hans Jensen is tall, blond, and gorgeous -- and thinks he's the best at everything. When  
TK  he signs up for every ski race in the White Oak/Harrington Winter Festival, Mary-Kate  
  does too. Hans isn't the only super-athlete around -- and she's going to prove it! But then  
  Mary-Kate gets into major trouble -- and is thrown off all the teams! Can Ashley help  
  her sister get back on -- or is Mary-Kate out of the race for good?  
 
Youth   Fields, Terri     Missing in the mountains   Grade 4-6 
Paperback To avoid further encounters with a bully on the ski slope, Jarod and his younger sister  

cross over the ski area boundary, become stranded in a snow cave, and fearfully wait to 
be rescued.  

 
Youth Fic MacLean, John    When the mountain sings   Grade 6-9 
  Thirteen-year-old competitive skier Sam experiences the excitement and intensity of  
  preparing for his first championship race. 
 



Swimming: 
 
Youth   Kessler, Leonard P    Last one in is a rotten egg   Grade 1-2 
Reader  After Freddy is pushed into deep water by a couple of toughs, he decides to learn to  
K  swim.  
 
Youth Fic Napoli, Donna Jo    Hen the water closes   Grade 3-5 

over my head  
When his family goes to visit his grandparents, Mikey is continually faced with his fear  
of drowning. The day before his family leaves to visit Grandma and Grandpa in Iowa,  
nine-year-old Mikey packs his clothes, taking special care to leave his bathing suit  
behind. Terrified of swimming, he is determined to avoid the water. But he has no such 
 luck. His parents have signed him up for lessons, and it seems that swimming is on the  
agenda at every turn 

 
Youth Fic Berenstain, Stan    The Berenstain Bears –   Grade 3-6 

phenom in the family  
When Sister Bear tries out for the school swim team and reveals that she is an extremely  
talented swimmer, Papa starts to push her too hard. 

 
Youth Fic Christopher, Matt   The winning stroke    Grade 4-6 
  When hydrotherapy for an injured leg takes him to the pool on a regular basis, twelve- 
  year-old Jerry finds himself fascinated and challenged by the rigors of competitive  
  swimming.  
 
Youth Fic Kessler, Liz     The tail of Emily Windsnap      Grade 4-7 
  Seventh-grader Emily Windsnap has never learned to swim, in spite of the fact that she  
  and her mother live on a houseboat. When she finally takes a swimming class at school,  
  her legs turn into a fishtail. She tries to hide her strange affliction, but something draws  
  her to the sparkling surf. Soon, she is secretly gliding through the water as a mermaid.  
  Below the waves, she meets Shona, also 12, who takes her to mermaid school and leads  
  her on several adventures.  
 
Youth Fic Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds.  Alice the brave    Grade 6-8 
  It's August, and the whole gang is having a terrific time, hanging out at the swimming  
  pool -- except Alice, who has a secret even from her best friends. Alice is deathly afraid  
  of deep water, and just as afraid of what will happen if her secret gets out. When  
  disaster strikes, it's even worse than Alice imagined. How can she face her friends? And  
  how can she face her boyfriend, Patrick, who's coming home from summer vacation and  
  looking forward to joining the eighth grade swim team with Alice? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Track:  
 
Youth Fic Levine, Anna    Running on eggs   Grade 4-7 
  It all starts when Karen and Yasmine trade lunch boxes. Such an act would hardly raise  
  eyebrows anywhere else, but Karen lives on an Israeli kibbutz and Yasmine in a nearby  
  Palestinian village, and distrust between the two cultures runs deep. Karen's father was  
  killed several years ago in the war in Lebanon, and her family still hasn't fully accepted  
  the loss. Karen focuses on running as a way to heal, and her place on the Arab-Israeli  
  track team is something she holds dear. Yasmine's family disapproves of her love for  
  track, and when the coach won't allow her to run in a long skirt, Yasmine's father forces  
  her to drop out.  
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