
YOUTH HOLIDAY BOOKS 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
Youth Fic Tate, Eleanora E.  Thank you, Dr. Martin Luther King 

The children of Gumbo Grove Elementary School discover the contributions of 
many famous African Americans during Black History Month. 
 

 
Valentine’s Day 
 
Youth Fic Benton, James K.  Attack of the 50-Foot Cupid 

Frannie tries to prevent chaos when her new lab assistant, Igor, a dog of 
many breeds, accidentally lets loose a giant, fifty-foot, arrow-shooting 
cupid.  

 

Youth Fic Cohen, Barbara  213 Valentines 
Wade has trouble adjusting when he is transferred to a special fourth grade 
class for the gifted and talented so he plans to send himself 213 valentines 
signed by celebrities. 

 
Youth Fic Conford, Ellen   Crush 

A series of nine romantic episodes in the lives of B.J. and other students at 
Cutter’s Forge High as they plan for the Valentine’s Day Sweetheart 
Stomp. 

 
Youth Fic Greenwald, Sheila  Valentine Rosy 

Eleven-year-old Rosy is dismayed to find herself in unwilling competition 
with sophisticated Christie who is planning an exclusive party the same 
day. 
 

Youth Fic Kline, Suzy  Horrible Harry and the Kickball Wedding  
As Valentine’s Day approaches, the students in Room 2B are preoccupied 
with kickball and a possible wedding between Horrible Harry and Song 
Lee. 
 

Youth Fic Maguire, Gregory  Four Stupid Cupids  
The students’ scheme to find a love match for their beloved teacher 
onValentine’s Day turns into a comedy of errors when four stupid cupids 
from Ancient Greece try to help. 
 

Youth Fic Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds A Spy among the Girls 
Are Beth and Josh really in love or just pretending to be in order to spy 
and continue the feud between the Malloy sisters and the Hatford brothers. 

 



Youth Fic Peck, Robert N.   Soup in Love  
As Valentine’s Day approaches, their Vermont town of Learning, Soup 
and Rob experience several forms of love. 

 
Youth Fic Schultz, Gwen   The Blue Valentine 

New to her school, Cindy strives to make a contact with her teacher by 
sending her a valentine in her favorite color. 
 

 
St. Patrick’s Day 

 
Youth Fic Dunlop, Eileen  Tales of St. Patrick 

Fictionalized account of the life of St. Patrick from the time he was taken 
to Ireland as a slave when he was sixteen-year-old through his life-long 
efforts to Christianize the Irish people. 

 
Youth Fic Markham, Marion  The St. Patrick’s Day Shamrock Mystery 

On Saint Patrick’s Day, the twin Dixon sleuths become involved in a 
mystery unfolding right next door. 

 
Easter 
 
Youth Fic Lindgren, Astrid  Lotta’s Easter Surprise 

Lotta gives the Easter Bunny a helping hand when all the candy stores 
close early. 
 

 
Halloween 
 
Youth Fic Albright, Molly  Fright Night 

Missy accepts a challenge from Stephanie to spend Halloween night with 
her dog in a haunted house. 
 

Youth Fic Berenstain, Stan  The Berenstain Bears Haunted Hayride 
Farmer Ben takes a dim view of the cubs’ plan to hold a Halloween 
Festival to help save his floundering family farm, and the situation is 
complicated when a couple of Ben’s dead ancestors show up. 
 

Youth Fic Cuyler, Margery  Invisible in the Third Grade  
Alex has fun fooling his family and his fellow third graders when he finds 
a brand of bubble gum that turns him invisible, but his pranks get out of 
hand on Halloween night. 

 
 
 



Youth Fic Jautzig, Deborah  Walter the Warlock  
A warlock’s father requests he create a song for the Halloween Ball using 
magic powers, but Walter really wants to write the song himself. 

 
Youth Fic Haywood, Carolyn  Halloween Treats 
  Illustrated Halloween fiction. 
 
Youth Fic Hiser, Constance  Ghosts in Fourth Grade 

James and his friends turn the old Hathaway house into a haunted house to 
scare Mean Mitchell, the class bully, on Halloween night. 
 

Youth Fic Kline, Suzy   Mary Marony, Mummy Girl  
Second-grader Mary Marony wants to be something scary for Halloween 
so she can get back at Marvin, who makes fun of Mary’s stuttering. 

 
Youth Fic Park, Barbara  Junie B., First Grader: Boo-and I Mean It! 

With Halloween approaching, Junie B. needs to find a costume that will 
scare off the real witches and ghosts that she believes will be out on the 
holiday. 

 
Youth Fic Peck, Richard   The Dreadful Future of Blossom Culp 

Blossom, not the most popular member of her freshman class in 1914, 
travels ahead seventy years, and returns in time to make Halloween a 
memorable night for her classmates and teachers. 

 
Youth Fic Robinson, Barbara  The Best Halloween Ever 

The six horrible Herdman children create mayhem during Halloween 
 

Youth Fic Tolan, Stephanie S.  Save Halloween! 
Eleven-year-old Johnna, who is deeply involved in the sixth grade 
Halloween pageant although her family views it as a celebration of an un-
Christian holiday, decides that she must follow her own beliefs. 

 
Youth Fic Whitcher, Susan  Real Mummies Don’t Bleed: Friendly 

Tales for October Nights 
A collection of five scary stories, featuring the Egyptian underworld’s 
intrusion into a Halloween costume contest and other strange goings-on. 

 
Youth Fic Wright, Betty Ren  The Ghost Witch  

Jenny and her mother are all set to move into old Miss Nagle’s mansion 
when Jenny discovers the house is haunted. 
 

 
 
 
 



Ramadan 
 
Youth Fic Matthews, Mary  Magic Fasts for Ramadan 

Magid, an eight-year-old Muslim boy in Cairo, is determined to celebrate 
Ramadan by fasting.  

 
 
Thanksgiving 
 
Youth Fic Alcott, Louisa M.  An Old Fashioned Thanksgiving 

Follows the activities of seven children in nineteenth-century England as 
they prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday while Mother is away caring for 
Grandmother. 

 
Youth Fic Danzinger, Paula  Amber Brown is Feeling Blue 

Nine-year-old Amber Brown faces further complications because of her 
parents’ divorce when her father plans to move back from Paris and she 
must decide which parent she will be with on Thanksgiving. 

 
Youth Fic Lowry, Lois  Gooney Bird Greene and the Room Mother 

Gooney Bird Greene, an entertaining second grader who introduces 
challenging vocabulary words and tells "absolutely true" stories, finds a 
surprise room mother to bring cupcakes for the Thanksgiving pageant. 

 
Youth Fic Pearson, Susan  The Campfire Ghosts 

Ghosts are suspected when things start disappearing on a Thanksgiving 
camping trip until Ernie uses her eagle eye to find the real culprit. 
 

Youth Fic Smith, Janice   The Turkey’s Side of It 
Disappointed at being cast as a turkey in the school play, Adam Joshua 
figures out a way to make the best of it. 

 
 
 
Hanukkah 
 
Youth Fic Alexandra’s Scroll: The Story of the First Hanukkah 

Alexandra, a young Jewish girl from Jerusalem, describes her life and the 
creation of Hanukkah, more than 2000 years ago. 

 
Youth Fic Koss, Amy G.   How I Saved Hanukkah 

Marla, the only Jewish student in her fourth-grade class wishes she 
celebrated Christmas like her best friend, Lucy, until one year when she 
decides to learn all about Hanukkah and teach her family about it too. 

 



Youth Fic Penn, Malka   The Hanukkah Ghosts 
Susan finds herself mysteriously transported back to the time of World 
War II where she meets a Viennese Jewish refugee and a prejudices young 
boy who help her understand and appreciate her background. 
 

Youth Fic Rocklin,  Joanne  The Very Best Hanukkah Gift 
During his family’s eight-day celebration of Hanukkah, eight-year-old 
Henry learns the pleasures of giving and overcomes his fear of dogs. 

 
Youth Fic Taylor, Sydney  Danny Loves a Holiday 

Throughout the year Danny and his family celebrate Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot, Hanukkah, Hamishah Asar Bishevat, Purim, Passover, 
Lag ba-Omer, Sheviot and the Sabbath. 

 
 
Christmas 
 
Youth Fic Avi    The Christmas Rat 

Alone in his apartment during Christmas vacation, eleven-year-old Eric 
finds himself caught in a battle between a strange exterminator and the rat 
he wants to kill. 

 
Youth Fic Burch, Robert    Renfroe’s Christmas 

Eight-year-old Renfroe learns that spontaneous giving is more satisfying 
than receiving any of the material objects he desired for Christmas. 

   
Youth Fic Carrol, Theodus  The Lost Christmas 

After River Junction’s Christmas tree loses its star, two children determine 
the identity of the thief. 

 
Youth Fic Crew, Linda   Nekomah Creek Christmas 

Robby and his boisterous family spend the Christmas season preparing for 
his reluctant debut in the school play and his parents’ income tax audit. 

 
Youth Fic Davies, Valentine  Miracle on 34th Street 

The lives of three people are changed by an old man who insists that he is 
Santa Claus. 

 
Youth Fic DeAngeli, Marguerite  Lion in the Box 

Retells the events of a special Christmas for a poor family in New York 
City at the turn of the century. 

 
Youth Fic Dickens, Charles  A Christmas Carol 

A miser learns the true meaning of Christmas when three ghostly visitors 
review his past and foretell his future. 

 



Youth Fic Erickson, Russell  Warton’s Christmas Eve Adventure 
Lost in a blizzard the day before Christmas, Warton the toad makes two 
new friends during his attempts to get home in time for his favorite part of 
Christmas Eve. 

 
Youth Fic Gondosch, Linda  Who’s Afraid of Haggerty House? 

Sixth grader, Kelly’s, attempt to sell Christmas cards to the lady in the 
haunted house begins a mutually enjoyable friendship for them both, as 
well as for their family and friends. 

 
Youth Fic Hall, Tom   Christmas and the Old House 

Bobby and Brenda learn a lesson about forgiveness and the Christmas 
spirit when they sneak into an abandoned house and decorate a tree they 
find growing through the floor.  

 
Youth Fic Henry, O  The Gift of the Magi 

A husband and wife sacrifice treasured possessions in order to buy each 
other Christmas presents. 

 
Youth Fic Hope, Laura Lee The Bobbsey Twins’ Wonderful Winter Secret 

When the Bobbsey twins ponder the perfect Christmas gift for Mother and 
Father they decide upon Project Santa Claus. 

 
Youth Fic Jones, Elizabeth Big Susan 

On Christmas Eve, Susan’s dolls came alive and found their house in  
Disgraceful condition. 

 
Youth Fic Kingman, Lee  Best Christmas 
  Illustrated Christmas stories of the Finnish-American tradition. 
 
Youth Fic Koller, Jackie  The Promise  

When his Labrador retriever survives a bear mauling on Christmas Eve, 
Matt is convinced that her recovery is a miracle sent by his mother from 
heaven.         
  

Youth Fic Leighton, Maxinne An Ellis Island Christmas 
Having left Poland and braved ocean storms to join her father in America, 
Krysia arrives at Ellis Island on Christmas Eve. 

 
Youth Fic Lindgren, Astrid Pippi Longstocking’s After Christmas Party 

Pippi’s after Christmas party includes such activities as undecorating the 
Christmas tree, opening presents and sledding. 

  
 
 
 



Youth Fic Macguire, Gregory Five Alien Elves 
The town of Hamlet has a very unusual Christmas when aliens crash land 
in a UFO, escalating the competition between the rival clubs, the Copycats 
and the Tattletales. 

 
Youth Fic MacKellar, William The Silent Bells 

A young Swiss girl dreams of the day the cathedral bells will break their 
long silence when a special gift is presented at the crèche on Christmas 
Eve. 

 
Youth Fic McDonough, Yona  The Dollhouse Magic 

During the Depression, intrigued by the beautiful dollhouse they see in a 
house window, sisters Lila and Jane befriend its elderly owner and 
ultimately have a very different Christmas. 

 
Youth Fic Moeri, Louise  Star Mother’s Youngest Child 

The grumpy old women had never properly celebrated Christmas until the 
year that the Star Mother’s youngest child came to Earth to find out what 
Christmas was all about. 

 
Youth Fic Murphy, Shirley The Song of the Christmas Mouse 

Rick’s efforts at capturing a beautiful wild mouse for a pet is constantly 
thwarted by his willful younger cousin who has come to stay for 
Christmas. 

 
Youth Fic Naylor, Phyllis R. The Girl’s Revenge 

As Christmas approaches, Caroline Malloy continues the feud between her 
sisters and the Hatford brothers by making Wally Hatford her partner for a 
special project at school. 

 
Youth Fic    A Newbery Christmas 

A collection of Christmas stories by Newbery Award-winning authors 
such as E. L. Konigsburg, Madeleine L’Engle and Katherine Paterson. 

 
Youth Fic Paterson, Katherine Angels and Other Strangers: Family Christmas                 

Stories 
  A series of Christmas short stories 
 
Youth Fic Paulsen, Gary  A Christmas Sonata 

When a little boy spends Christmas with his dying cousin, they discover 
that Santa really does exist. 

 
Youth Fic Robinson, Barbara The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

The six mean Herdman kids lie, steal, smoke cigars (even the girls) and 
become involved in the community Christmas pageant. 

 



Youth Fic Sauer, Julie  The Light at Tern Rock 
Ronnie and his aunt take care of the lighthouse while the keeper is on 
vacation, and when he does not return as expected, they discover that Tern 
Rock is a perfect place to spend Christmas.     
       

Youth Fic Shelton, Rick  Hoggle’s Christmas 
A young sister and brother make an unusual friend who leaves and 
remembers them with a Christmas surprise. 

 
Youth Fic Thomas, Dylan A Child’s Christmas in Wales 

A Welsh poet recalls the celebration of Christmas in Wales and the 
feelings it evoked in him as a child. 

 
Youth Fic Van Nutt, Julia A Cobtown Christmas: from the diaries of Lucy 
     Hart 

In 1845, Cobtown’s Christmas is affected by the failure of the organ at the 
party being given to feed the residents’ pets and by the arrival of a 
mysterious blind man who does not speak English.   

 
Youth Fic Wiggin,  Kate  The Birds’ Christmas Carol 
  Christmas stories. 
 
Youth Fic Yep, Laurence  Dream Soul 

In 1927, as Christmas approaches, fifteen-year-old Joan Lee hopes to get 
her parents’ permission to celebrate the holiday, one of the problems of 
belonging to the only Chinese American family in her small West Virginia 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


